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Thethi National Park:

This area was a tourist resort during communism. The towering
peaks of the Albanian Alps which surround Thethi keep it almost as
isolated and remote today as it has always been. Dont miss the
lock-up tower, the only one remaining of its kind at all accessible to
visitors, used to protect the men in families engaged in blood feuds

 Historical Museum:

Excellent example of traditional domestic architecture.

Also contains a well-presented display of artifacts front the city

'and surrounding area, and includes coins bearing the head of Brutus.

' Marubi Phototheque:

A marvelous photographics record of historical events and ordinary
people in northern Albania. The very first photograph ever taken in

| Albania is here, shot in 1858. Includes fascinating images of people

' and places in Ottoman times and later, including King Zog’s wedding.
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Museum of Archaeology:

Located on the seafront, the building is modern, with plenty of

natural light and the proper space to beautifully display the

collection of artifacts found in Durres from the Greek, Hellenistic

and Roman periods. Founded as the city of Epidamnus in 627BC,

Durres became an important city for trade and cultural exchange

along the Egnatian Way, which went through Albania all the way to Constantinople.

Amphitheater:

Built by the Romans in the 2nd century AD, the largest in the
Balkans. It is not fully excavated but you may wander through the
tunnels where the gladiators entered and climb the terraced seats
where there would have been room for 15,000 spectators. There is
also a Byzantine chapel which came to be housed in the galleries

after gladiatorial combat was banned.

A

Mic Sokali's Tower

mﬂdra C‘:“?Qt;;

Marubi Phototheque

*
B Lead Hu;_que

Elrclwatchmg in National Parks of Velipoja & Kuna-Vaini:

The wetlands surrounding the mouths of the Buna and Drini rivers
are of international importance to waterfowl. Eight thousand
individuals were recorded in a 1993 census at Velipoja and more
than 17,000 individuals at Kuna-Vaini in January 1995, including a
near-threatened species of duck.
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St Barbara Church

Ethnographic Museum:
Located inside the castle in one of the old houses depicting the life
of one of Albania’s wealthiest families in Kruja 100 years ago

interpreted by a highly knowledgeable and entertaining English-speaking guide
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Rodoni Castle

Church of Saint Mdou \ﬁ%\

Nal:ronal Hlsturlcal Museum:
Exhibits archaeological artifacts, maps, mosaics, art, and costumes
from prehistory, Roman, Medieval, Ottoman, Cultural Renaissance, and Communist periods

MNational Art Gallery:

Large collection of medieval Albanian art, Orthodox icons and alter
pieces, an excellent collection of socialist realist art and paintings
by 20th-century Albanian impressionists.

Historical Museum:

Museum of Independence:

Celebrates Albania’s hard-fought battle for independence from the
Ottoman Empire, won on November 28, 1912. Museum is the site

of the first government of independent Albania. Many rooms are
preserved in their original state, while others contain photographs

and maps at the different stages in the process of winning independence.

A good place to find out about the archaeological profile of the
\lora area and also to see some fascinating exhibits from recent
history, including interesting objects devised and used to overcome
the isolation from the rest of the world imposed during communism.
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One of the few towns in Albania to flourish under Ottoman rule.
Given the status of "museum city” in 1961, its architectural heritage
and cobblestone streets have been preserved along with the

town’s charming atmosphere and mountainous beauty

These beaches on the coast north of Saranda are some of the
least developed and is one of the most beautiful coastlines in the
whole Ionian Sea. Fine sand beaches and hillsides full of

orange trees and olive groves are just a few of the natural attractions.

Monastery of 40 Saints
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Petrela Casl .

Important archeological site with remains dating from many different
periods spanning 2500 years. Highlights include a theater, a
tri-conch palace, a baptistery, basilica and a marvelous view from
 the city’s acropolos
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Berat is one of the oldest and most picturesque cities in Albania, / { gw““m %~
with its white houses climbing up the hillside to the castle, wherein i ,) %A - o
people still reside today. The city has been inhabited since the ; il S/l Chutciey
Bronze Age, four thousand years ago. Within the castle you may
visit the museum and explore ruins of other churches and mosques,
and take in the beautiful views of the city and river below >
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Valbona Valley:

The Valbona River is justly famous for its dramatic gorges and
plunging waterfalls, as well as for its beautiful, light-blue color. The
best waterfalls are up the road towards the village of Valbona,
where a few lovely hillside walks can be taken. Fishing in the river
is excellent.
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Lakes & Rivers of the Northeast

| B Lake Komani Boat Trip:

in its intensity.

Deserves to be one of the world's classic boat trips.
narrow and twisting, with sheer cliffs right down to the water,
complete with breathtakingly high waterfalls. The water is a deep
jade color and the cliffs and trees climbing up above it are reflected

The lake is

eagles are seen

Black Drini River:
The ravishingly beautiful valley. The river runs through spectacular
gorges, wild rocky mountains and picturesque villages. Wild birds of
prey are often sited hanging on the thermals, and sometimes even

Lura National Park:

their remoteness.

Covers 1280 hectares of mountainous terrain which rises to 6,900

feet at its peak. The lakes are famous for their beauty as well as for

Flower Lake is covered in waterlilies, and the

forests are dense with deciduous and coniferous woodland,

including the Macedonian pine, which is only found in this part of the Balkans.
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Peshkopi Cultural Center:

Contains permanent exhibition space with changing displays of
cultural interest relevant to the area. The 480-seat theater hosts all
sorts of musical and theatrical events, including Oda Dibrana, a
festival held in late October of traditional music from all over the
Albanian-speaking world

Thermal Springs (Llixhat):

People travel to this spa from Macedonia and Kosovo as well as
from other parts of Albania to take advantage of the great benefits
of the thermal waters. Two-week courses of treatments are
available, with full board in the spa hotel. Or you may pay a small
fee and attend for the day. Be sure to bring your towel!
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St. Risto'’s Church:

A 13th-century gem of a church. Built of local
stone with timber coursing, it is an attractive
little building housing marvelous frescoes
within, which saved the church from the
communist-period atheism campaign of 1967
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